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The school is busy today with photographs and it is lovely to 

see the children smiling and enjoying striking a pose! Chris, 

our photographer, is going to do a quick turnaround on the 

photographs so that they will be ready for Christmas. What a 

wonderful gift to receive; a beautiful picture of our lovely 

children.  

We also have Kieran Markle in school today who came and 

delivered our first training session on maths in August. He is 

in for a couple of days to do a school review and support our 

maths learning moving forward. The school has been a buzz 

of maths this morning and children have been celebrating their 

successes with lots of ‘whoop whoops’! I was looking at our 

Baseline Assessment for Reception and one of the areas that 

the children appeared to be less confident in was identifying 

patterns, being able to extend the pattern or recreate the 

pattern or design a similar pattern. For me, the basis of maths 

is patterns, so we need to have a strong foundation to be able 

to recognise and do patterns and this links also to our visual 

perception and coordination. I send out a math play activity 

daily to the team which I hope they do share with the children. 

I am going to ask Mr Andre to put a few more out to families 

too. Do look for patterns when you are walking to school, out 

and about, within music and art. All of that will help develop 

an understanding around pattern.  

 

 

 

 

 

I have also met with the Den team today as I am very keen to 

make sure we future proof the Den and look at how we can 

develop the activities that we do, ensure that we can cover all 

the session staff wise and have a Den Dojo account so that 

families can see all the good things that happen in the Den. 

Just a little reminder that the last Den session will be Monday 

20th December and the last Breakfast Club and £1 club will 

be on the morning of Tuesday 21st December. School closes 

at 1pm on that day. We open after Christmas on Wednesday 

5th January 2022.  

 

Talking about dates, I spoke with our Chair and Vice Chair of 

Trustees and I am pleased to be able to confirm the dates for 

the Academic Year 2022/2023. For next year, we felt that 

because the dates had been advertised previously and that the 

Council’s decision to change this date was done suddenly, 

without consultation that we will plan for the two week 

October half term next year. I am also aware many families 

and team members have booked postponed Covid holidays for 

this time. We have then decided to do another consultation to 

our families and team for the Academic Year 2023/2024 in the 

spring term so that we can set these dates early for our 

families and team.  

It was lovely to see so many children with odd socks on 

Monday supporting Anti-Bullying Week. The Anti-bullying 

Team have met and revamped our anti-bullying leaflet and the 

‘anti-bullying promise’ is also in the making. We will share this 

with families once it is complete. We do a lot of learning 

around anti-bullying and I am saddened when incidences 

happen. However, I am seeing more and more online 

incidences that are not only bullying but homophobic, racial 

and generally really unkind. In school, we do concentrate on 

online education and there are many websites that are 

available to support families at home too. It is important to 

monitor online behaviours at home and, as always, if you need 

any support please let the TAC team know.  

Tomorrow is our Children In Need Day, Sparkle and Dance, 

and I love the origami display that was created last night of 

Pudsey sparkling. There has definitely been a lot of sparkle 

and dance in this year’s Children In Need and I am sure 

tomorrow will be great and the children and team will sparkle 

and dance the day away. Do not forget to wear something 

sparkly to school for a £1 donation to your child’s School 

Money account.  

Our Origami Club’s 

wonderful Children In 

Need display 

Look out for some 

maths puzzles on our 

Math Newsletter—Ad 

Infinitum 



Issue 9   Thursday 18th November 2021 

Next week in school is week 8 of our ‘Pole to Pole’ curriculum 

focus. The children have loved learning about this curriculum 

focus and I have enjoyed seeing all the lovely learning, 

particularly the recent focus on ICT following our training day 

with Mr P ICT. It really has engaged the team and the children. 

On Wednesday, we have a ‘No Pens Day’ which is more 

difficult and challenging then it seems and the children and 

team are often more tired on this day than any other day! 

This is a great opportunity to focus on oracy and alternative 

ways of learning. I think I.T. is going to be a big feature of our 

‘No Pens Day’.  

On Thursday it is our big trip to The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe at The Mayflower. As I walked through Year 2 this 

morning there was a real buzz and excitement about the trip 

and I realised the Year 2 children would have never been on 

one of our epic trips! This made me quite sad but also quite 

excited that we are doing it! Another ‘can do’ moment. There 

is lots of organisation behind the trip and the team are on it! 

You will receive a text message the day before the trip to tell 

you what number group your child is in and who the group 

lead is. When you drop your child off, the group lead will be 

showing their number and the child can go straight to their 

group to be signed in. You cannot drive in to the car park and 

we ask that you drop and go. On pick up, we will use cones 

alongside one side of the car park with the numbers of the 

groups in order. If families can wait on the opposite side of 

their child’s cone with their group number I will send out the 

groups in order and then you will be able to sign out your child 

from the group leader. Please be patient with us and respect 

that this may take a little time as the safety of your child is 

paramount to us always.  

In school on that day, the children have an exciting real life 

explorer coming to work with them and will be participating in 

a range of workshops about the Polar regions. The children 

will also be learning about ‘The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe’ ready to begin our Cardboard Challenge Week 

which this year is based on the wardrobe to Narnia. We will 

complete the installation in the hall on Thursday 2nd 

December and invite the children to visit on Friday 3rd 

December.  

We will of course share the land through the wardrobe with 

our families through video. I am hoping next year we will be 

able to invite all our families in to see the installation. I was 

reading an article that they believe by Autumn 2023 that life 

will resemble life before Covid.  

Then, Christmas begins…(39 sleeps). I know that the proofs 

of the Christmas designs went out and there was some errors 

in our children’s names. The team are aware and they have 

been onto the printers who have reassured us that they will 

correct the errors. Forms have to be returned by Monday 

22nd November and payment is due by Wednesday 24th 

November. They are lovely Christmas gifts to share. We have 

Winter Solstice performances booked for Friday 17th 

December. Please see the following pages for classes and 

times. As we did with the Autumn Equinox performances, we 

will invite the families of each class into their child’s 

performance which we aim to be no more than about 20 

minutes. I have been asked about the Christmas card 

alternatives again this year and it was lovely to see the range 

of alternatives that were created last year so I will ask the class 

teachers to create alternative Christmas activities rather than 

sending cards. We have made the decision that we will not 

hold a Christmas Fayre this year, but we will organise a range 

of Christmas activities or gifts to do and buy. Our virtual 

Christmas raffle is in draft and will be with you soon and our 

super secret surprise. I am sure it will be just such a magical 

moment for all our children to finish the term! 

Presence not presents is the vision for a Christmas 

Competition the children have been asked to participate in 

for a ‘Caring Christmas’. We are asking the children to write, 

design, video, or photograph a Christmas gift of spending time 

with their families. There are lots of prizes that have been 

donated by companies so that families can have the 

opportunity to spend time together in each other’s presence 

without the cost of a present. I love this idea and I would love 

to see the children’s ideas and dreams too.  

I cannot believe how mild the weather has been this 

November and I really cannot remember a November quite as 

mild. I am now hoping that this might be a sign for a White 

Christmas! Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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39 Sleeps Until 

Christmas... 
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This Week’s Debate... 

What’s going on this week?  

A German professor believes that secure 
playgrounds prevent young people from finding 
out important dangers during their early years. 

Rolf Schwarz, from Karlsruhe College of Schooling 
in Germany, argued that ‘we want to permit 

youngsters to return into touch with threat’. Built 
in 2018, the very high climbing tower, with many 
risky obstacles in Berlin-Frohnau’s Ludwig Lesser 

Park is an example of a trend that has become 
popular in Germany over the last five years. 

Main question: 

Do we need to experience danger to learn how to 
be safe? 

 

Last Week’s Answer:  

B 

Winter Solstice Performance Times: Friday 17th December 2021 

9.45am— Orca Class 

10.15am— Arctic Hare Class 

10.45am— Narwhal Class 

1.15pm— Polar Bear Class 

1.45pm— Puffin Class 

We are still asking for 

donations of any 

unwanted children’s 

magazines or comics. If 

you have any please 

bring them to the main 

office. Thank you. 
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Reception— Talk to me about... Using a story s in Talk For Writing and my dance for Children in 
Need  

Words to use... Once upon a time, next, suddenly, unfortunately, luckily, finally.  

Tips for the week... Keep a look out on dojo for home learning every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  

We have been reading... Little Penguin ( thank you Daisy for the recommendation).  

 
Year 1— Talk to me about... Timelines- what do we use them for?  

Number bonds- to 10 and 20. 

Words to use... chronological order (history), addition, equal and commutative (in maths) . 

Tips for the week...encourage children to complete a random act of kindness for kindness week.  

We have been reading...Ruby's Worries, The Book with No  Pictures and Esio Trot  

 
Year 2— Talk to me about… special people in our lives and being a good friend. 

Words to use...kind, caring, helpful, listening, thoughtful, take turns. 

Tips for the week... rereading books helps develop fluency which then helps us understand what 
we are reading. 

We have been reading... Seb and the sun. 

 

Year 3– Talk to me about...Leading a healthy lifestyle 

Words to use... health, affect, difference, goal, hygiene, routine, wellbeing 

Tips for the week: Practise counting random objects up to 10 in Spanish 

We are reading: The Christmasaurus and the Winter Witch, by Tom Fletcher; The Ickabog and 
The Christmas Pig, by JK Rowling. 

 

Year 6— In year 6 we have been learning how to classify leaves using a branch tree diagram.  

Ask me about long division or factors.  

We have learnt to perform monologues based on Fear and see if we can recite The Dreadful 
Menace! 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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This week’s Problem Solving Challenge to try at home:  
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NEW! 

Fun Spanish Club 
starting in November! 

Contact Ekine Fernandez Coster  

M: 07883097896 

Lcfclubs.iow@gmail.com 

 

Www.facebook.com/LanguageClubsIow 

After school care 
which is fun and 

educational! 

Fun activities 
For children from 

reception to year                 

6 

Games, 
storytelling, 

songs, 
crafts.... 
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